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term includes such conditions as per-
ceptual disabilities, brain injury, mini-
mal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and
developmental aphasia. The term, com-
monly called, ‘‘specific learning dis-
ability,’’ does not include learning
problems that are primarily the result
of visual, hearing, or motor disabil-
ities; mental retardation; emotional
disturbance; or environmental, cul-
tural, or economic differences.

Speech and language impairments. A
communication disorder, such as stut-
tering, impaired articulation, voice im-
pairment, or a disorder in the receptive
or expressive areas of language that ad-
versely affects a child’s educational
performance.

Speech therapy. That related service
includes the following:

(1) Identification of children with
communicative or oropharyngeal dis-
orders and delays in development of
communication skills.

(2) Diagnosis and appraisal of specific
speech or language impairments.

(3) Referral for medical or other pro-
fessional attention to correct or habili-
tate speech or language impairments.

(4) Provision of speech and language
services for the correction, habili-
tation, and prevention of communica-
tive impairments.

(5) Counseling and guidance of chil-
dren, parents, and teachers for speech
and language impairments.

Transition services. That term means
the following:

(1) A coordinated set of activities for
a student that may be required to pro-
mote movement from early interven-
tion, preschool, and other educational
programs into different educational
settings or programs.

(2) For students 14 years of age and
older, transition services are designed
in an outcome-oriented process which
promotes movement from school to
postschool activities; including, post-
secondary education, vocational train-
ing, integrated employment; and in-
cluding supported employment, con-
tinuing and adult education, adult
services, independent living, or com-
munity participation. The coordinated
set of activities shall be based on the
individual student’s needs, considering
the student’s preferences and interests,
and shall include instruction, commu-

nity experiences, the development of
employment and other postschool
adult living objectives, and acquisition
of daily living skills and functional vo-
cational evaluation.

Transportation. A service that in-
cludes the following:

(1) Services rendered under the IEP
of a child with a disability:

(i) Travel to and from school and be-
tween schools, including travel nec-
essary to permit participation in edu-
cational and recreational activities
and related services.

(ii) Travel in and around school
buildings.

(iii) Specialized equipment, including
special or adapted buses, lifts, and
ramps, if required to provide transpor-
tation for a child with a disability.

(2) Transportation and related costs
for early intervention services include
the cost of travel (e.g., mileage or trav-
el by taxi, common carrier, or other
means) and other costs (e.g., tolls and
parking expenses) that are necessary to
enable an eligible child and the family
to receive early intervention services.

Traumatic brain injury. An acquired
injury to the brain caused by an exter-
nal physical force resulting in total or
partial functional disability or psycho-
social impairment that adversely af-
fects educational performance. That
term includes open or closed head inju-
ries resulting in mild, moderate, or se-
vere impairments in one or more areas
including cognition, language, mem-
ory, attention, reasoning, abstract
thinking, judgment, problem solving,
sensory, perceptual and motor abili-
ties, psychosocial behavior, physical
function, information processing, and
speech. That term does not include
brain injuries that are congenital or
degenerative, or brain injuries that are
induced by birth trauma.

Vision services. Services necessary to
habilitate or rehabilitate the effects of
sensory impairment resulting from a
loss of vision.

Visual impairment. An impairment of
vision that, even with correction, ad-
versely affects a child’s educational
performance. That term includes both
partially seeing and blind children.

§ 57.4 Policy.
It is DoD policy that:
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8 See footnote 1 to § 57.1(a).

(a) Eligible infants and toddlers with
disabilities and their families shall be
entitled to receive early intervention
services consistent with Appendix A to
this part.

(b) Eligible children with disabilities,
ages 3 to 21, inclusive, shall be provided
a FAPE in the least restrictive envi-
ronment, consistent with Appendix B
to this part.

(c) Parents of eligible infants, tod-
dlers, and children with disabilities
from birth to age 21, inclusive, shall be
full participants in early intervention
and special education services.

§ 57. 5 Responsibilities.

(a) The Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness shall:

(1) Establish a NAP consistent with
Appendix C to this part.

(2) Establish and chair, or designate a
‘‘Chair,’’ of the DoD-CC on Early Inter-
vention, Special Education, and MRS
consistent with Appendix D to this
part.

(3) Establish and chair, or designate a
‘‘Chair,’’ of the DoD Inter-Component
Coordinating Council (ICC) on Early
Intervention consistent with Appendix
E to this part.

(4) Ensure compliance with this part
in the provision of early intervention
services, special education, and related
services through the DoD-CC, in ac-
cordance with DoD Instruction 1342.14 8

and other appropriate guidances.
(5) In consultation with the General

Counsel of the Department of Defense
(GC, DoD) and the Secretaries of the
Military Departments, do the follow-
ing:

(i) Ensure that eligible infants and
toddlers with disabilities and their
families are provided early interven-
tion services under 20 U.S.C. 921 et seq.
and 1400 et seq.

(ii) Ensure the coordination of early
intervention, special education, and re-
lated services.

(iii) Ensure the development of a
DoD-wide comprehensive child-find
system to identify eligible infants, tod-
dlers, and children ages birth to age 21,
inclusive, under 20 U.S.C 921 et seq. and
1400 et seq. who may require early

intervention or special education serv-
ices.

(iv) Ensure that DoD personnel are
trained to provide the mediation serv-
ices specified in Appendix F to this
part.

(v) Ensure that transition services
are available to promote movement
from early intervention, preschool, and
other educational programs into dif-
ferent educational settings and post-
secondary environments.

(vi) Ensure that DoD personnel who
provide services (e.g., child care, medi-
cal care, and recreation) to infants and
toddlers and their families are partici-
pants in a comprehensive inter-Compo-
nent system for early intervention
services.

(vii) Assign functions and geographic
regions of responsibility to the Mili-
tary Departments for providing MRS
and early intervention services.

(viii) Ensure that the Military De-
partments deliver the following:

(A) A comprehensive, coordinated and mul-
tidisciplinary program of early intervention
services for eligible infants and toddlers with
disabilities.

(B) MRS for eligible children with disabil-
ities, ages 3 to 21, inclusive.

(ix) Ensure that qualified personnel par-
ticipate in providing transition services for
eligible infants, toddlers, and children with
disabilities from birth to age 21, inclusive.

(x) Ensure the development and implemen-
tation of a comprehensive system of person-
nel development for the DoDDS and the Mili-
tary Departments. That system shall include
professionals, paraprofessionals, and primary
referral source personnel in the areas of
early intervention, special education, and
MRS. That system may include the follow-
ing:

(A) Implementing innovative strategies
and activities for the recruitment and reten-
tion of providers of early intervention serv-
ices, special education, and MRS.

(B) Ensuring that personnel requirements
are established consistent with recognized
certification, licensing, registration, or
other comparable requirements for personnel
providing early intervention services, special
education, or MRS.

(C) Ensuring that training is provided in
and across disciplines.

(D) Training providers of early interven-
tion services, special education, and MRS to
work overseas.

(xi) Develop procedures to compile data on
the numbers of eligible infants and toddlers
with disabilities and their families in need of
early intervention services, in accordance
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